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A lot has happened to the United States 
economy in the last month – especially 
concerning Catholic schools and our need 
to collect tuition and to raise a substantial 
amount of money to help the families of stu-
dents whose families have fallen on difficult 
economic times.

There seems to be a feeling that, despite all 
we profess, there is a lack of compassion 
and concern on the part of school adminis-
trators for the suffering that many families 
are enduring because of current economic 
conditions.  Maybe, but Catholic school 
administrators are caught in the middle be-
tween trying to help needy families in an age 
of shrinking endowments, fewer and smaller 
donations, more challenging fundraising 
opportunities and trying to operate a private 
school in a challenging economic period 
for any small business.  After all, if we do 
not offer a high quality, complete Catholic 
high school education with all the “bells and 
whistles”, families will choose other options 
for their children – some of them offered 
free in their neighborhood!  Catholic school 
administrators also have an obligation to 
teachers, staff and other employees.  Salaries 
make up almost 80% of our annual budget.  
All those who minister at Brother Rice High 
School rely on the school to support their 
families - not to mention that our providers 
and suppliers, every company that we do 
business with, expects timely payment for 
their services too.

www.brrice.org
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So, we must collect tuition.

However, tuition alone does not meet our 
obligations.  Every private school and every 
Catholic school must fundraise.  But, this 
is where “we do not get it”.  While candy 
drives, walk-a-thons, “smokers”, carnivals, 
and other events have always provided some 
help, and while we need events like these to 
build school and community spirit, in this 
day and age, fundraising drives and events 
fall far short of monetary needs.

So, what can be done?

Schools like Brother Rice High School must 
rely on the generous support of current 
parents, faculty, alumni, friends, corpora-
tions, and foundations to help meet all of 
the needs.  This is done through generous 
contributions to the annual fund and to es-
pecially large donations to the current capital 
campaign.

What do contributions support and how do 
contributions to the annual fund and to the 
capital campaign help?

Obviously, capital campaign contributions 
help build facilities like the current library, 
the Theology Center, the north gym, the 
weight room, etc.  Annual fund contribu-
tions help maintain all of the facilities and 
improve the atmosphere for everyone.  
Recent annual fund drives had replaced 
both boilers ($180,000) and the Library roof 
($200,000) among other things.  In fact, the 

annual fund is so important to Brother Rice 
High School that Mr. Sundermeier has taken 
on the position of Director of the Annual 
Fund.  He is currently looking for parents 
to form the Annual Fund Steering Commit-
tee to help raise awareness among current 
parents.

Donors also support a number of tuition 
assistance opportunities which directly sup-
port individual students and families.

Brother Rice High School currently dedicates 
almost 10% of its annual budget to some 
type of financial aid.  Most of this support 
comes from the interest and earnings on our 
small endowment and through the gener-
ous support of those who give to our annual 
fund and to the capital campaign.

The tuition assistance picture for the current 
school year looks like this:

Tuition Discounts:  $167,050 
$69,000 - family discount (more than one 
student in the school); $31,000 - sister  
discount (sister at Mother McAuley); 
$67,050 - tuition pre-payment discount.

continued...

Some of Us Still Don’t Get It!
A Message from the President and Principal

Palm Sunday Father/Son Mass

Sunday, April 19, 2009 at 9:00 a.m.
Location: Brother Rice Library

This annual event is sponsored by the Brother Rice Dads’ Club. 
This gives fathers and sons an opportunity to pray together and to 
give thanks to God for their many blessings.

The 9:00 a.m. mass will be followed by breakfast.  Donation to 
cover the cost of the breakfast is a total of $15.00 for fathers and 
any number of sons currently attending Brother Rice.

Please consider joining us for this special event. Any  
questions, please contact Bob Gagner at (773) 233-3084.

We ask that you return this form to the Main Office, with your 
donation, no later than April 9, 2009.

q  YES! We are planning to attend the Brother Rice Father/
Son Mass & Breakfast on Sunday, April 19, 2009.

Father’s Name___________________________________

Name of Son(s)

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Please join the BRMC board members for a “thank you  
celebration dinner”.  Anyone who has volunteered their time  
and talents in any capacity is cordially invited to attend.

Please return the form below for a dinner reservation to the 
Main Office or call Marlene Mrozek @ 708-499-5119 

I plan to attend the  
Thank You Celebration Dinner  

on May 13th.

 
Name: ______________________________________________

Brother Rice Mothers’ Club

May Crowing  
Mass & Officer  
Installation

Wednesday, May 13th
6:30 pm in the chapel

Followed by dinner for BRMC  
Volunteers in the Library at 7:00 pm



Brother Rice High School Named Scholarships: $216,360 
$15,000 - Edmund Rice Scholars (incoming freshmen); $75,000 - 
financial aid; $75,000 - memorial scholarships; $51,360 - support 
for students with a deceased parent.

Outside trusts and foundations:  $241,460 
The trusts and foundations that support Brother Rice High School 
are: Christian Brothers, Brother Rice High School Employee Tuition 
Fund, Daniel Murphy, Maryville, LINK, Big Shoulders, Quigley, 
Chicago Lights, Mikrut Scholars, Platt Scholars, Sloan Scholars, 
HFS Scholars, Highsight, Reid Scholars, Dads’ Club and the Alumni 
Association. 

Emergency & Special Need: $99,805

All of these funds add up to $724,675 in all types of tuition sup-
port.

Brother Rice High School does NOT offer any tuition assistance or 
scholarship for “leadership” or for athletics alone.  Leadership, aca-
demic ability, and athletic prowess are certainly sought in a student, 
but if a student does not qualify for one of the opportunities listed 
above, aid is not given.

In order to be considered for tuition financial aid, a family must ap-
ply.  The deadline for applying for financial aid for next year is April 
27, 2009.  Forms are available in the Finance Office at school.

Especially because of the current economic climate, the Board is try-
ing to increase the amount available to assist needy families.  

In addition, since 1998 a number of generous donors have “come 
to the rescue” of needy families.  Lifeguard is a special fund to help 
deserving students by providing emergency tuition assistance to cur-
rent students who would otherwise have to withdraw from school 
for financial reasons.  Funds are currently being sought for this 
important source of support.   

If you are still in a position to contribute to Lifeguard, please contact 
Mr. Mike McShane at school.

All of these efforts to help needy students do not seem to add up 
to enough.  So, in our opinion, the State of Illinois and the Federal 
Government are going to have to find constitutional ways to support 
religious schools in a more significant and more meaningful way.

Did you know that the United States is one of the only democratic 
countries in the whole world that does not support its religious 
schools in a significant way?   While we do receive some federal title 
funding, and while the state does offer some textbook assistance, 
some transportation assistance, some funding for security and a 
tuition tax credit, this, in my opinion, is not enough.

Many of our state and federal legislators are graduates of Catho-
lic schools or parents of Catholic school students and graduates.  
When are they, understandably concerned about their constituents’ 
rising cost of Catholic school tuition, going to provide some relief?  

When are you, as taxpaying citizens of this state and country, going 
to demand your fair share for your children in Catholic schools?  
When are we going to have the courage to demand that our issues 
be addressed?

The Year Ending...

Since this is the last UPDATE of the school year let us take this 
opportunity to say THANK YOU for supporting and affirming your 
son(s) during this school year and entrusting us to work with him 
as well as humanly possible.  Your sacrifices of time, energy and 
resource, particularly during these very difficult times, for Brother 
Rice are most appreciated and welcomed.  We have so very, very 
many successes spiritually, academically and athletically and you 
and your son are at the center of what we gladly and enthusiastically 
do as teachers and staff members – it’s a great journey!  Our 
limitations challenge us to do better and we’d like to think that 
those challenges only make us better even when there’s a little strife 
in the process.  Your son(s) has been terrific; what a great group of 
young men.  We’re on the road in raising $20,000, once again, for 
our missions in Latin America; more than $49,000 was raised for 
St. Baldrick’s; more than 57% of our students made one of the 3rd 
quarter honor rolls; our young men donated thousands of service 
hours to Brother Rice and their respective communities; and at this 
point it looks like our seniors will either match or exceed the six 
million dollars in grants and scholarships that were awarded last 
year; and finally, Brother Rice was awarded the “Top 50 Catholic 
High School Honor Roll” distinction for the fifth straight year.  Oh 
there were a few bizarre things that happened during the course of 
the school year (or may still happen) and there might have been a 
few unresolved issues; but most were satisfactorily addressed.  Our 
young men respond so well and we tell them as often as possible 
how proud we are of them and their accomplishments.  It’s a 
privilege to serve them as President, Principal and teacher; and 
being a proud Dad of a Crusader (Justin Antos ’03) does not hurt 
either.

The New Year...

The new school year starts with freshmen orientation on 
Wednesday, August 19; sophomores begin on Thursday, August 20 
and the first day of classes for everyone is Friday, August 21.  The 
back-to-school information will arrive at your homes in mid-July; 
student book lists are planned to arrive around May 1.  Please check 
out our website for any/all school updates since there will not be 
another UPDATE until October.  

Our Wish for you...

We know for many that paths will cross between now and the start 
of the new school year but enjoy your summer:  pray, play, recreate 
and read.  God bless you and your families – this day and every day 
and “Live Jesus in Our Hearts, Forever”!  

Happy Easter.

Brother Rice High School Mothers’ Club   

SHOP & SHARE          

• Shop Jewel-Osco during May 4 - 6, 2009

• Complete coupon indicating  
   amount spent

• Sign coupon and present to cashier

•  Jewel gives 5% of total purchases  
    back to Mothers’ Club

• Clip the coupon. Make copies  
   and send to family and friends. 

• Additional coupons can be  
   printed and copied from the  
   Brother Rice Mothers’ Club  
   Home page (www.brrice.org).

• If you have any questions or concerns,  
   please contact Charlene Bermele at  
   (708) 424-7571.

Shop Jewel-Osco
May 4 – 6, 2009

SHOP & SHARE IDENTIFICATION SLIP
AMOUNT OF PURCHASE

0931888

     GROUP NUMBER              STORE NUMBER			        DOLLARS	         CENTS

 
group: Brother Rice High School Mother’s Club 
your shop & share days: 5/4/2009, 5/5/2009, 5/6/2009 
 
SIGNATURE	

PLEASE SIGN THIS SLIP AND TURN IT IN TO YOUR CHECKER WHEN YOU SHOP.  
PARTICIPANTS CAN MAKE PURCHASES AT ANY JEWEL-OSCO ON THE DATE ABOVE. 

 

IDENTIFICATION SLIPS ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED IN FRONT OF ANY JEWEL-OSCO.	  Jewel-Osco

IT’S NOT 
TOO LATE 
The Annual Fund is one of the 

most essential parts of success 
at Brother Rice High School.  The 

importance of this program cannot be 
overstated.  So it’s not too late to still partici-

pate and donate to 1,127 Reasons to Give.  The Annual 
Fund is ongoing each year.  However, in order to be 
listed in the 2008-2009 annual report, your gift must be 
received by June 30, 2009.  

In February 2009, a special appeal for the Lifeguard 
Program was added to the scheduled annual fund 
mailing.  The Lifeguard Program is an emergency fund 
that helps families who have suddenly found themselves 
in financial need through job loss or other temporary 
financial emergency.

Many employers will match charitable contributions 
made by their employees.  To find out if your company 
has a matching gift policy, please see our website at www.
brrice.org – click on Give To Brother Rice.  If your com-
pany is eligible, request a matching gift form from your 
employer, and send it completed and signed with your 
gift.  We will do the rest.  The impact of your gift may be 
doubled or possible tripled!  

Have a Blessed Easter
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CALENDAR  
highlights

APRIL Revisions

April 9	 Edline Update

MAY 2009

May 3	 Dads’ Club Installation Dinner

May 4	 NHS Induction

May 7	 Student Awards Night

May 9	 Senior Prom

May 13	 Book Buy Back (Seniors Only) 
	M others’ Club May Crowning

May 14	M arket Day Pick-up

May 19	 Baccalaureate Mass

May 21	 Graduation

May 22	 No Classes

May 25	 No Classes 
	M emorial Day

May 26-27-28	 Final Exams

May 27	 Alumni Dads’ Club Meeting

May 28	 Book Buy Back (All Students)

June	 Reports Cards Mailed

Calendar highlights current at time of printing.   
Please check our website for updates.

Brother Rice had over 300 participants in this year’s  
St. Baldrick’s Day event, the largest amount in the FOX 
Schools Challenge of 53 schools from around the whole  
country!  We are grateful to all who supported this very  
worthwhile cause. 

All Brother Rice moms, grandmas, sisters, and friends are 
invited to walk with us in the Beverly Breast Cancer Walk on 
Mother’s Day, May 10th.  For more information and to register, 
please contact Becky Pacetti in the Student Activities Office at 
773-429-4300, ext. 395.

Crusader Crazy t-shirts in extra-large and 2XL sizes are avail-
able in the Student Activities Office. 

Financial aid applications and scholarship forms for the 
2009-2010 are now available in the Finance Office. These  
applications must be filed yearly and must be returned to 
PSAS by April 27, 2009.  If you have any questions, please  
call the Finance Office at 773-429-4365.

Reminder - Tuition must be current for the 2nd Semester  
in order for students to take semester exams. 
 

Bookstore
BOOK BUY BACK 
Wednesday, May 13th for Seniors 
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Thursday, May 28th for Juniors, Sophomores  
and Freshmen  8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

If you wish to sell your books after these dates, you will be 
responsible for shipping them to Varsity Books. State Books 
must be returned to Brother Rice on these two days or  you 
will be billed for the cost of replacement and no other State 
Books will be issued until payment is received. The Varsity 
online bookstore will launch on July 20th.  Information  
regarding the purchase of gym clothing, locks, school shirts, 
etc. will be available at a future date.

 

SUMMER CAMPS
Brother Rice offers a variety of summer camps.  Please visit our website for details. 

www.brrice.org

School News

Memorial & Special Occasion Cards 
These cards are available in the Main Office.   
If you would like cards mailed to your home, please email  
Mrs. Glotz at dglotz@brrice.org or call 773.429.4349.

BROTHER RICE  
MOTHERS’ CLUB
From the Corresponding Secretary’s Desk  –  Maureen Powers

A warm “Thank You” to our helpful, efficient volunteers who gave a helping hand at the Saturday  
morning freshmen registration. 

March 12th was the New Student/ Parent Orientation. Once again Br. Walczak and Mr. Antos made a  
great impression on our incoming parents. Officers of the Moms’ and the Dads’ Clubs were on hand  
to help welcome the parents. 

The Combined Dinner was held on March 11th. Again it was a delicious and enjoyable evening.  
Thanks to the efforts of Char Bermele. 

Upcoming Events
On April 8th the Moms’ Club Annual April Shower will take place. Gifts will be collected for the  
Courage Program which is run out of St.Germaine’s Parish. If you need more information, contact  
Peggy Rohan/ Terry Winters.

BROTHER RICE  
DADs’ Club

 
 
 

Calendar of 
Events
Wednesday, April 8 
Board Meeting 
7:00 pm

Friday & Saturday 
April 17, 18 
Alumni Dads’  
Rummage Sale

Sunday, April 19 
Father/Son Mass and 
Breakfast

Sunday, April 26 
Father/Son Golf Outing

Sunday, May 3 
Dads’ Club Installation 
Dinner

Wednesday, May 27 
Alumni Dads’ Club 
Meeting

Calendar of 
Events

Wednesday, May 6 
General Meeting  

ALL MOM’S ARE 
WELCOME. Plan on 

attending as we prepare  
for the next school  

year! 7:30 pm

Thursday, May 7 
Student Award Night II 

7:30 pm

Tuesday, May 19 
Baccalaureate Reception 

7:00 pm

From the Corresponding Secretary’s Desk  –  John Marren 
President – Bob Gagner 

April 17 & 18 Alumni Dads’ is sponsoring a Rummage Sale. Bring in your previously owned items 
and you might find something you didn’t know you needed to take home.

April 19 our Father & Son Mass and Breakfast will be held at the school. A $15.00 contribution 
per family, which can be taken at the door, will be accepted.  

April 26 the Father & Son Golf Outing will be held at Evergreen Country Club. The $30.00 
fee will include 9 holes and the use of a cart.  Alumni are welcome with their sons.   Everyone is 
welcome at Brother Rice afterwards for refreshments. Contact Mark Flynn at 708-425-6065 with any 
questions.

The concession stand is in need of help on the 24 and 25 of April.  Contact John Marren at  
312-617-7964 for more information.

You still have time to get involved before the end of the school year and have fun with your son’s 
high school experience.  Come to a General Meeting or plan on helping at one of our upcoming 
sporting events.  
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Peggy Rohan/ Terry Winters.

BROTHER RICE  
DADs’ Club

 
 
 

Calendar of 
Events
Wednesday, April 8 
Board Meeting 
7:00 pm

Friday & Saturday 
April 17, 18 
Alumni Dads’  
Rummage Sale

Sunday, April 19 
Father/Son Mass and 
Breakfast

Sunday, April 26 
Father/Son Golf Outing

Sunday, May 3 
Dads’ Club Installation 
Dinner

Wednesday, May 27 
Alumni Dads’ Club 
Meeting

Calendar of 
Events

Wednesday, May 6 
General Meeting  

ALL MOM’S ARE 
WELCOME. Plan on 

attending as we prepare  
for the next school  

year! 7:30 pm

Thursday, May 7 
Student Award Night II 

7:30 pm

Tuesday, May 19 
Baccalaureate Reception 

7:00 pm

From the Corresponding Secretary’s Desk  –  John Marren 
President – Bob Gagner 

April 17 & 18 Alumni Dads’ is sponsoring a Rummage Sale. Bring in your previously owned items 
and you might find something you didn’t know you needed to take home.

April 19 our Father & Son Mass and Breakfast will be held at the school. A $15.00 contribution 
per family, which can be taken at the door, will be accepted.  

April 26 the Father & Son Golf Outing will be held at Evergreen Country Club. The $30.00 
fee will include 9 holes and the use of a cart.  Alumni are welcome with their sons.   Everyone is 
welcome at Brother Rice afterwards for refreshments. Contact Mark Flynn at 708-425-6065 with any 
questions.

The concession stand is in need of help on the 24 and 25 of April.  Contact John Marren at  
312-617-7964 for more information.

You still have time to get involved before the end of the school year and have fun with your son’s 
high school experience.  Come to a General Meeting or plan on helping at one of our upcoming 
sporting events.  


